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Naomi Atughonu is a 3rd-year PhD student specializing in public 
finance and budgeting. She holds a bachelor’s degree in economics 

from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and a master’s degree in public 
policy, with a concentration in international security and economics, from the 
University of Maryland at College Park. Her professional experience includes 
work at the RAND Corporation, the U.S. Office of Management and Budget, and 
the Congressional Research Service. Outside of academia, she enjoys playing 
the piano, reading, hiking, and exploring museums.

MANAGING EDITOR
Christian Schamberger is a second-year Master of Public Policy 
student specializing in program evaluation, policy analysis, and 

applied economics. He also holds a degree in economics from Penn State. He is 
currently a Research Assistant for the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and 
Administration, where he aids in faculty led projects and research initiatives. 
He also has experiences in campaign consulting, local advocacy, and federal and 
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to cook, bike, and explore DC with his fiancé, Tori. He is also an avid Chicago 
sports and Nittany Lion football fan.

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
George Doehne is a first-year MPP student in the Environmental Policy field of 
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innovative clean-energy loan applications in alignment with federal credit 
programs. Grace’s academic and professional interests center on federal 
budgeting, economic policy, and the role of public finance in advancing long-
term economic resilience. In her free time, she likes to go hiking and go to the 
movies.

Lara Kowalcyk is a second-year Master of Public Policy student concentrating in 
international environmental policy. She graduated from Wellesley College with 
majors in math and environmental studies. During her time at Trachtenberg, 
she has interned with the National Parks Conservation Association, World 
Resources Institute, and the Office of the New York State Attorney General. In 
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shops.

Mücahid Aykut is a first-year PhD student in Public Policy and Public 
Administration at the George Washington University. He holds a BA in Political 
Science and Public Administration with a double major in International Relations, 
and an MA in International Relations from Kadir Has University (Türkiye). As 
part of his master’s studies, he spent a term at Coventry University (the UK) as 
an Erasmus exchange student. He previously worked for six years as a research 
assistant at Altınbaş University (Türkiye) and served for four years as an 
associate editor of the Aurum Journal of Social Sciences. His research interests 
include public policy analysis, regulatory policy, and program evaluation with a 
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Ruoxi Lyu is a Ph.D. candidate in Gender and Social Policy at the Trachtenberg 
School, George Washington University. Her research focuses on gender-based 
violence, reproductive justice, population policy, and East Asian social policy.

Thakur Bhanu Partap is a first-year Master of Public Policy student at GW’s 
Trachtenberg School, concentrating in International Development. Originally 
from India, he holds a Bachelor’s degree in Engineering. He hopes to pursue 
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enjoys meditation, yoga, and playing badminton.

Zach Benzaoui is a second-year MPP student at GW. He is focusing on social 
policy, urban policy, and policy analysis, and he is interested in leveraging 
public policy to improve government responsiveness to the material needs of 
the public. He has completed previous internships at the Brookings Institution 
and the Government Accountability Office, and he is excited to learn from his 
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