
116     Policy Perspectives/Volume 32

editorial staff bios

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Emma Swenson Campbell is a second-year Master of Public 
Administration student concentrating in program evaluation and 

policy analysis. She has worked in policy, advocacy, and nonprofit development 
at the National Immigration Forum, the Niskanen Center, Rising Star Outreach, 
and the National Academy of Public Administration. Emma holds a BA in English 
and a minor in international development from Brigham Young University. In 
her free time, she enjoys playing piano and violin, reading, writing, and hiking.

MANAGING EDITOR
Annabelle Farkas is a second-year Master of Public Policy student. 
She graduated from the University of Michigan with a degree in 

political science and international studies. In her free time, she enjoys reading, 
watching college football, and taking care of her ever-growing collection of 
plants.



Policy Perspectives/Volume 32     117

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Naomi Atughonu is a Public Policy PhD student specializing in public budgeting 
and finance. She holds a Master of Public Policy degree from the University of 
Maryland, College Park and a dual bachelor’s degree in economics and piano 
from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She has previously interned at the 
US Office of Management and Budget, the Congressional Research Service, the 
Department of Commerce, and the Government Accountability Office. In her 
free time, she enjoys reading mystery books, playing the piano, and going to 
museums.

Arub Butt is a second year MPP student concentrating in public-private policy 
and management. She graduated from Bryn Mawr College with a degree in 
political science and history. Previously, she worked at the National Consumer 
Voice for Quality Long-Term Care with the policy team and at the Niskanen 
Center as part of its climate team.

Mairead Crotty is a third-year Master of Public Policy student with a 
concentration in program evaluation and policy analysis. She graduated 
from the University of Virginia with a degree in English and government and 
currently works as a paralegal at the House Office of the Legislative Counsel. In 
her free time, Mairead enjoys knitting, hiking, and trying new recipes.

Jackie Gonella is a first year MA-ESP student and DMV native who holds a 
BA in Political Science and Environmental Studies from Loyola University New 
Orleans. She has experience working in environmental non-profits conducting 
policy research as well as in communications and social media.

Christian Schamberger is a first-year Master of Public Policy student. In 
the spring of 2024, he graduated from Penn State University with a degree in 
economics. He is currently interning at Grassroots Analytics on their digital 
fundraising team, working closely with Rep. Maxwell Frost’s reelection 
campaign. In his free time, he enjoys cooking, playing soccer, traveling, and 
watching Chicago sports.

Vannia Yalan is a Master of Public Administration candidate  passionate about 
the intersection of policy, governance, and social impact. With a background 
in finance and international relations, her experience spans political advisory, 
international development, and nonprofit management. She has worked with 
federal governments and organizations such as UNDP, UNICEF, and the WTO, 
focusing on policy analysis, public finance, and sustainable development. 
Committed to fostering equitable and effective public policies through 
diplomacy, she is particularly interested in science and technology policy, social 
equity, and environmental governance.


