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DAVID TRIMMER is asecond-year MPA student focusing on social policy. In

2021, he graduated from the Rochester Institute of Technology with a bachelor’s degree
in political science. He has served as a guest contributor to Brief Policy Perspectives and
as pro-bono consultant. In his most recent project, he and other Trachtenberg students
evaluated community indicator projects across North America and presented their
findings at the Community Indicator Consortium. Outside of Trachtenberg, he is a part-
time tennis instructor for JST and the Fairfax County Park Authority.

NATHAN VARNELL isa first-year first-year MPA student focusing on urban

policy and public finance. He currently interns in the office of U.S. Representative Carolyn
Bourdeaux. Before coming to Trachtenberg, Nathan graduated cum laude from Texas
A&M University with a BS in political science and journalism, where he served as an editor
at The Battalion newspaper and worked with local non-profits serving essential workers
in the campus community. In his spare time, he is a member of the George Washington
Boxing Club, listens to podcasts and attends St. John’s at Lafayette Square.

JULIA VANELLA isa third-year MPP candidate concentrating in social and
health policy. She is originally from Southern California and graduated from Mount Saint
Mary’s University in Los Angeles in 2018 with a bachelor’s degree in history and a minor
in political science. Julia is currently working at the EPA in the Office of the Chief Financial
Officer in the Office of Budget with the Resource Planning and Regional Operations
staff. When she’s not working or studying, Julia loves to explore the city, scope out new
restaurants and events and hang out with friends.

PATRICK CARR isa first-year MPP student focusing on policy analysis. He
currently works as an economist for the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ International Price
Program. Before coming to Trachtenberg, he worked as an intern at the Committee for a
Responsible Federal Budget and in the U.S. House of Representatives. He graduated from
the University of North Carolina at Charlotte in 2015. In his spare time, he enjoys reading,
volunteering, running, and playing music with fellow musicians.
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