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Editorial Staff Bios

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Jessica Burnell is a second-year Master of Public Administration candidate at the 
Trachtenberg School where she is focusing on federal policy, politics, and management 

and health policy. She graduated from the George Washington University in 2014 with a 
Bachelor of Arts in economics, and currently works as a research assistant at the Duke-
Robert J. Margolis, MD Center for Health Policy. When not studying or working, Jessica 
enjoys obsessing over her cat, Alexandra, trying out new restaurants with her husband, and 
re-watching The West Wing.

MANAGING EDITOR
Brittany A. Harris is a second-year Master of Public Administration candidate at the 
Trachtenberg School concentrating in education and nonprofit management.  She 

graduated from Drexel University with a Bachelor of Science in Hospitality Management in 
2009. After working in the hotel industry for several years, she became a Teach for America 
Corps Member in Metro Atlanta. Her three years as a 7th grade English teacher solidified 
her conviction that family, community, and school must work together for student success. 
With her degree, Brittany aims to make a larger impact on the lives of minority and low-
income students through related policy and advocacy initiatives. In her spare time, Brittany 
enjoys reading, discovering new restaurants, and listening to podcasts.



SENIOR EDITORS

Thomas Coyne  is a second-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the George Washington 
University concentrating in urban policy. He served as an Associate Editor for Policy 
Perspectives Vol. 24. His recent policy work focuses on community development, affordable 
housing, mental health, and substance use disorders. His prior experience in social work, 
within the mental health and foster care fields, serve as his motivation to develop effective 
policy. He previously served as an AmeriCorps*VISTA member working on community 
development in Detroit. He has dual bachelors in Sociology and Criminal Justice from 
Madonna University.

Haley Dunn is a second-year Master of Public Policy candidate focusing on program evaluation. 
She is most interested in criminal justice reform, social welfare policy, and saving the world 
more generally. In her free time, she enjoys binge-watching Netflix, visiting local breweries, and 
wandering around museums. 

Megan Mattson, Executive Editor of the Policy Perspectives Blog, contributed to the final 
edits of one of the journal’s articles. Her bio follows the Best of the Blog letter.

Jean-Luc Tilly  is a second-year Master of Public Administration candidate, with a concentration 
in nonprofit management. After graduating with a BA in Government and Politics from the 
University of Maryland, he has worked for six years in healthcare performance measurement. 
First, Jean-Luc worked on a scorecard of state long-term care systems published by AARP, 
and currently manages measure endorsement projects at the National Quality Forum. He 
is interested in solving managerial problems, particularly around incentives and resource 
management, that confront the healthcare industry. Apart from work, Jean-Luc enjoys 
strategy games - from galaxy-spanning empire simulators to board games with friends.

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Marissa Esthimer’s bio follows her Best of the Blog article.

Carly Gordon is a first-year Master of Public Administration candidate at Trachtenberg with 
an interest in higher education policy. After graduating from the University of Virginia with a 
BA in Spanish and Psychology, she stayed in Charlottesville to serve locally with AmeriCorps. 
As an adviser with the Virginia College Advising Corps program, she worked on addressing 
the widening gap in college access for low income, first generation, and underrepresented 
students. She currently works as a Financial Aid Champion with College Access Fairfax, a 
partner of Fairfax County Public Schools.

McCall Hopkin is a first-year Master of Public Policy candidate at George Washington 
University. She grew up in Park City, Utah and loves the mountains. McCall started her policy 
career with United Way of Salt Lake, where she gained a deep appreciation for education 
reform work and the power of corporate social responsibility. Most recently, McCall worked 

Editorial Staff Bios

113



with Q3 Student Partners to write and lobby Utah House Bill 312 on behalf of low-income and 
first-generation college students. She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in History and Political Science 
from Brigham Young University and enjoys yoga, film, and petting everyone’s dogs in DC.

Abigail Johnson is a second-year Master of Public Administration candidate at the 
Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and Public Administration at The George Washington 
University. She received her bachelor’s in Psychology with a concentration in Applied 
Behavioral Analysis from the University of North Carolina - Wilmington. Her undergraduate 
work background includes running three psychology research labs, presenting findings as a 
“Presenting Author” at the 2015 Association for Psychological Sciences (APS) convention, 
and designing a data gathering system for a small pharmaceutical research company. As 
a graduate student, she worked alongside co-director Dr. Robert Slater at the American 
Councils Research Center, assisting in designing a national Dual Language Immersion model 
for public K-5 schools and in establishing such model within the Delaware Department of 
Education’s system. 

Claire Oto is a first-year Master of Public Policy candidate focusing on foreign and security 
Policy. She previously worked as a research assistant for Professor Samuel Kernell and 
graduated from UC San Diego with a BA in Comparative Politics. 

Matthew Pickering is a first-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the Trachtenberg 
School and a native of central Pennsylvania. He spent several years in Philadelphia following 
undergraduate studies at Drexel University practicing architecture. He later moved on to a 
position with the Philadelphia City Planning Commission. At Trachtenberg, Matthew hopes 
to concentrate in urban and fiscal policy in the hope of returning to public service after 
graduation. In his spare time he dreams of design, public policy, and making the world a 
better place through some combination of the two.

LAYOUT EDITOR
Ellen Wang  is a first-year Master of Environmental Resource Policy candidate. She graduated 
from the University of Cincinnati’s DAAP program with a Bachelor of Science in Graphic 
Communication Design in 2017. She’s working to combine complex ideas and concepts 
with better visual communication and storytelling methods. Ellen loves food, comics, board 
games, and travelling.
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