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Editorial Staff Bios

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Joshua Garties is a second-year Master of Public Administration candidate at the 
George Washington University. He graduated from Knox College in 2012, majoring 

in Political Science and Music. Following graduation, Joshua worked as a paralegal for a 
large law firm in Chicago. He was an associate editor for Policy Perspectives Vol. 24 prior 
to assuming his current position. Joshua also serves as a board member and Director 
of Communications for YourStory International, a grassroots nonprofit focused on 
community empowerment in Haiti. 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Janette Martinez is a second-year Master of Public Administration candidate, 
concentrating in Policy Analysis and Evaluation. She graduated from The University 

of Texas at Austin with a BA in Government. Before coming to the Trachtenberg 
School, Janette was a 6th grade English teacher in Houston. She plans to stay in the 
education field and hopes to work on policies that will help more underrepresented 
students go to and succeed in higher education. In her free time, Janette enjoys running, 
watching lots of TV shows, singing every word of Hamilton: An American Musical from 
memory, and cheering on the San Antonio Spurs. 
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SENIOR EDITORS

Arpan Dasgupta is a second-year Master of Public Administration candidate 
at the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and Public Administration at the George 
Washington University. He has worked in government and politics for more than 
10 years. He is currently a program analyst at the Food and Nutrition Service in the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Prior to his current position, he spent three years 
as a Peace Corps volunteer in Mexico and focused on sustainable development and 
environmental education. His experience also includes positions in the U.S. Senate, New 
Jersey Governor’s Office, and the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey. He has a 
bachelor of arts in Political Science from Rutgers University. 

Nick Hugh is a Master of Public Policy candidate at the George Washington University. 
He grew up in Rochester, New York and graduated from St. Lawrence University with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Government and English Literature in May 2012. In his spare time, 
he enjoys board games and reading.

ASSOCIATE EDITORS

Francisca Alba is a first-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the Trachtenberg 
School where she is focusing on social policy. She graduated from the University of 
Edinburgh in 2010 with a Bachelor of Arts in Economics and Sociology. Francisca 
is currently the Assistant Director of Volunteer Engagement at the local nonprofit, 
Martha’s Table, which works to increase access to healthy food and quality education for 
DC families.

Jessica Burnell is a first-year Master of Public Administration candidate at the 
Trachtenberg School where she is focusing on federal policy, politics, and management 
and gender policy. She graduated from the George Washington University in 2014 with 
a Bachelor of Arts in economics. She currently works as a research assistant at the Duke-
Robert J. Margolis, MD Center for Health Policy. When not studying or working, Jessica 
enjoys obsessing over her cat, Alexandra, trying out new restaurants with her fiancé, and 
re-watching The West Wing.

Thomas Coyne is a first year Master of Public Policy candidate at the Trachtenberg 
School with a concentration in urban policy. He graduated from Madonna University in 
2008 with a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice and Bachelor of Arts in Sociology. 
He spent time immediately after graduation fighting poverty as an AmeriCorps VISTA 
in Metro Detroit. In the time since AmeriCorps Thomas has continued to address issues 
of poverty while in social work. He began in foster care before moving to mental health 
in his adoptive city of Washington, DC. He now spends his time reading books that 
others find boring and exploring the city with his wife.
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Matthew Dotzler is a first-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the Trachtenberg 
School of Public Policy and Public Administration at the George Washington University. 
Growing up in the San Francisco Bay Area, Matthew developed a special interest in 
International Affairs as well as global policy. He graduated from the Northern Arizona 
University in 2016 with a BA in International Affairs and appreciated the opportunity 
to live abroad twice in Germany and Switzerland. He enjoys spending his time reading, 
traveling, and following the San Jose Sharks. Matthew hopes to become a member of the 
Foreign Service and to travel the world representing the United States as an ambassador.

Haley Dunn is a first-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the Trachtenberg School 
of Public Policy and Public Administration. She grew up on Cape Cod, Massachusetts 
and graduated from Hobart and William Smith Colleges in central New York in 2013 
with a double-major in Philosophy and Social Justice. Prior to coming to GW, she 
worked as an assistant at a law firm in Boston. She is most passionate about criminal 
justice, drug policy reform, and anti-poverty programs and currently works as a 
graduate assistant at the Trachtenberg School. In her free time, she enjoys dancing, 
reading, going on adventures, and (slowly but steadily) learning how to roller skate.

Brittany Harris is a first-year Master of Public Administration candidate at The George 
Washington University’s Trachtenberg School. She graduated from Drexel University 
with a Bachelor of Science in Hospitality Management in 2009. After working in the 
hotel industry for several years, she became a Teach for America Corps Member in 
Metro Atlanta. Her three years as a 7th grade English teacher solidified her conviction 
that family, community, and school must work together for student success. With her 
degree, Brittany aims to make a larger impact on the lives of minority and low-income 
students through related policy and advocacy initiatives. In her spare time, Brittany 
enjoys reading, discovering new restaurants, and listening to podcasts.

Jean-Luc Tilly is a first-year Master of Public Administration candidate, with a 
concentration in non-profit management. After graduating with a BA in Government 
and Politics from the University of Maryland, Jean-Luc has worked for five years 
in healthcare performance measurement. First, Jean-Luc worked on a scorecard of 
state long-term care systems published by AARP, and currently manages measure 
endorsement projects at the National Quality Forum. Jean-Luc is interested in solving 
managerial problems, particularly around incentives and resource management, that 
confront the healthcare industry. Apart from work, Jean-Luc enjoys strategy games, 
from galaxy-spanning empire simulators to board games with friends.

LAYOUT EDITOR
Megan Mattson edited the layout of the journal and designed the cover. Her bio 
follows her book review.


