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Editorial Staff Bios

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Monika Jansen is a second-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the 
Trachtenberg School where she is focusing on urban policy. She graduated from 

the University of California, Davis in 2009 with a Bachelor of Arts in German, after 
which she immediately left the country. Monika currently works in consumer financial 
protection, focusing on fair lending and banking access. In her free time, she walks 
around the city to look at the built environment, assess active transportation facilities, 
and keep track of ongoing construction projects.

MANAGING EDITOR
Charlotte Nugent is a second-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the 
Trachtenberg School. She graduated from the Kenyon College in 2007 with 

a Bachelor of Arts in English and International Studies. Charlotte has worked in 
education for most of her career, including three years teaching special education 
on the Navajo Nation in New Mexico. She has also worked as a political and 
community organizer and as a fundraiser for a nonprofit focused on training excellent 
school leaders, and she now works in education policy at DC’s Office of the State 
Superintendent of Education. In her free time, she works with several community 
groups to advocate for a better education for kids in DC.
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ASSOCIATE EDITORS

Arpan Dasgupta is a first-year Master of Public Administration candidate at the 
Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and Public Administration at the George 
Washington University. He has worked in government and politics for more than 
10 years. He is currently a program analyst at the Food and Nutrition Service in the 
US Department of Agriculture. Prior to his current position, he spent three years 
as a Peace Corps volunteer in Mexico and focused on sustainable development and 
environmental education. His experience also includes positions in the US Senate, New 
Jersey Governor’s Office, and the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey. He has a 
bachelor of arts in Political Science from Rutgers University.

Josh Garties is a first-year Master of Public Administration candidate at the George 
Washington University. He graduated from Knox College in 2012, majoring in Political 
Science and Music. Following graduation, Josh worked as a paralegal for a large law firm 
in Chicago. He enjoys sampling live music and craft beers in his free time. He also serves 
as the Director of Development and Communications for YourStory International, a 
nonprofit specializing in community empowerment.

Nick Hugh is a second-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the George 
Washington University, with a focus on regulatory policy. He grew up in Rochester, New 
York and graduated from St. Lawrence University with a BA in government and English 
literature in May 2012. In his spare time, he enjoys board games and reading.

Meng Li is a first-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the Trachtenberg School. She 
has always had a keen interest in international development and education. When she 
was in China, she was a volunteer English teacher for kindergarten and primary school 
kids and rural high school students. After she came to the United States, she continued 
her volunteer teaching in a non-profit organization where she teaches Chinese. She’s 
now interning at an NGO that works on international development issues. 

Shane Loughran is a second-year Master of Public Policy candidate with a concentrtion 
in social policy at the George Washington University. He received his BA in Political 
Science from GW in May 2015. Originally from upstate New York, he has interned for 
a variety of campaigns and nonprofit organizations, in addition to four years of service 
for Americorps in the District of Columbia. Currently, he is in the Legislative Affairs 
department at the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. In his spare time, he enjoys 
watching/playing sports (Go Bulls!), reading, and waiting for his Hogwarts acceptance 
letter to arrive.
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Janette Martinez is a first-year Master of Public Administration candidate, 
concentrating in Policy Analysis and Evaluation. She graduated from The University 
of Texas at Austin with a BA in Government. After graduating from UT, she moved 
to Houston where she taught 6th Grade English for three years. She wants to continue 
her work in education through policy research when she finishes her program at 
Trachtenberg. When not studying or working, she enjoys running, watching too many 
TV shows, listening to podcasts, and watching her beloved San Antonio Spurs.

Ridhi Sahai is a first-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the George Washington 
University, with a focus on international development and gender related issues. She has 
a Bachelor’s degree in statistics and a Master’s in applied economics, both from India. 
Additionally, she has professional writing, content delivery, and reporting experience. 
Ridhi loves watching and rewatching F.R.I.E.N.D.S, enjoys traveling, reading a wide 
variety of books, and playing squash.

LAYOUT EDITOR
Callie McLean s a first-year Master of Public Administration candidate at the 
Trachtenberg School, with a focus on nonprofit management. She graduated 

from the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill in 2007, majoring in Journalism 
and Political Science. After eight years working in museum exhibit design in Atlanta, 
Callie decided to move to Washington, DC, to attend George Washington University. 
She currently works as a Master’s Assistant at the Trachtenberg School and as a 
development intern at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History. Callie 
enjoys costuming and other nerdly pursuits and loves cheering for UNC basketball. 
She recently created a tongue-in-cheek blog on boxing fashion. She would like to thank 
Alicia Sullivan for showing her the editing ropes and always being supportive.




