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Editorial Staff
Editors-in-Chief
Anne Kruse is a second-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the George 
Washington University with a concentration in policy research methods. She 
graduated from the University of Missouri in 2013 with majors in Political 
Science and German and a minor in Leadership and Public Service. While 
completing her undergraduate education, Anne held positions at the Missouri 
Secretary of State’s Office and the University of Missouri System’s Govern-
ment Relations Office. After completing her MPP this May, Anne will begin a 
position with the United States Government Accountability Office. In her spare 
time, Anne enjoys running, watching SEC football, reading, and crafting crock 
pot masterpieces.

Christine Mellen is a second-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the 
George Washington University concentrating in social policy. She was born 
and raised in Louisville, Kentucky, and remains a Southerner at heart. Chris-
tine graduated from Haverford College in 2006 with majors in political science 
and German studies. While there she wrote a thesis about the impact of Ger-
man division on political cultures in East and West Germany. Prior to pursuing 
graduate studies, Christine worked as a paralegal for a small law firm in DC, 
focusing primarily on regulatory matters in the areas of transportation and 
competition. She loves Wonderland trivia, concerts, word games, Capital Bike-
share, experimenting in the kitchen, reading just about anything, and UofL 
basketball.

Senior Associate Editors
Odia Cissé is a second-year Master of Public Administration candidate at the 
Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and Public Administration at the George 
Washington University. She is originally from Côte d’Ivoire, fluent in French, 
and concentrating in international development. She is currently a Program 
Coordinator at an international development nonprofit.

Julian Hoffman is a second-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the 
George Washington University. He graduated from the University of Miami 
(Go Canes!) in 2009 with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Interna-
tional Studies. He currently works as a lobbyist at the National Safety Coun-
cil, where he focuses on a variety of safety issues. His previous experience 
includes campaign work at various levels of government, political direct mail, 
and health care lobbying. Originally from Miami, he is an avid Miami sports 
fan and spends most Saturdays in the fall watching football.

Andrew Kim is a second-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the George 
Washington University, having also graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Political Science from GW in 2014. He plans on graduating this summer with 
a focus on regulatory policy and continuing to work at the US Citizenship and 
Immigration Services component of the Department of Homeland Security. In 
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his spare time, he enjoys watching the NBA, exploring DC, and eating Ben & 
Jerry’s.

Mathew Vicknair is a second-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the 
Trachtenberg School, focusing on international development. He is currently 
a Research Assistant at the George Washington Institute of Public Policy. 
Mathew graduated from the University of St. Thomas in Minnesota in 2013, 
double majoring in Sociology and International Economics. He enjoys reading 
and listening to music.

Associate Editors
Rebecca Duberstein is in her first year of the Master of Public Policy program 
at the George Washington University; she is planning to focus on educa-
tion issues. Rebecca graduated from Hillsdale College in 2011 with a major 
in English. Over the next three years, Rebecca worked on Capitol Hill in two 
different congressional offices. She currently works at Covenant Life Church 
in Gaithersburg, Maryland. In her spare time, Rebecca enjoys reading, hiking, 
and volunteering.

Amanda Fioritto is a second-year Master of Public Policy student at the 
George Washington University, concentrating in program evaluation and ur-
ban policy. She graduated from the University of Dayton in 2012, double ma-
joring in Sociology and International Studies and minoring in Arabic. Amanda 
currently works as the Data and Evaluation Specialist at Urban Alliance, a 
youth development nonprofit based in Washington, DC. In her spare time, 
Amanda enjoys reading, yoga, and the occasional Netflix binge.

Wendy Forbes has been writing and editing since she was both Copy Editor 
and Editor of a campus newspaper. After graduating, she joined Peace Corps 
but then returned to writing and editing while working in project management 
at two federal agencies. One of her greatest achievements came when she was 
a Technical Writer. In that capacity, she designed, wrote, and edited an interna-
tional training manual, which involved leading a team of twelve experts and 
developing multiple systems for updates and standardization. The manual 
and systems continue to be used today, more than a decade after their creation. 
Wendy also enjoys travel. She has visited more than twenty-five countries and 
lived in three. One day she hopes to relocate overseas as a freelance writer. 
Wendy earned a Bachelor of Arts in English and Political Science from the 
University of Minnesota-Morris, and she is currently enrolled in the Master 
of Public Administration program, concentrating on management and leader-
ship.

Monika Jansen is a first-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the 
Trachtenberg School where she is focusing on urban policy. She graduated 
from the University of California, Davis, in 2009 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
German, after which she immediately left the country. While living in Ger-
many, she developed a profound interest in cities. Whether it’s housing prices, 
transportation and access, garbage removal, or local politics, she’s obsessed. 
After living in what can best be described as a prolonged vacation teaching 



Editorial Staff

133

English in Germany, she finally decided to come home to face the real world in 
2011. Before moving to DC, Monika was a Safe Routes to School Coordinator 
in Sacramento, California, where she encouraged children and their families 
to walk and bike to school, taught bicycle and pedestrian safety, and wrote 
exciting reports recommending traffic safety infrastructure and ways to better 
connect existing bicycle facilities.

Marisa Kanof is a first-year Master of Public Policy candidate. She comes to 
the George Washington University after having received a law degree from 
Boston University and an undergraduate degree in Political Science from 
the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. Prior to coming to GW she spent 
almost four years on the campaign trail advocating for a variety of progressive 
candidates and causes. She has what some have deemed an unhealthy obses-
sion with the Oxford comma and enjoys reading, playing frisbee, long explor-
atory walks, and cheering for her beloved New York Yankees.

Andrew Pike is a first-year Master of Public Administration candidate at the 
George Washington University. A 2009 graduate of the College of William and 
Mary, Andrew is currently an Associate on the US Public Lands team at The 
Pew Charitable Trusts. He has a background in journalism as a Staff Writer at 
the Williamsburg Yorktown Daily and as an Editor at William and Mary’s stu-
dent newspaper, The Flat Hat. Outside the classroom and the office, Andrew 
enjoys running, politics, meteorology, and spending time outdoors.

Meghan Wolfe is a third-year Master of Public Policy candidate at the George 
Washington University. She works full time at AcademyHealth as a Program 
Coordinator supporting the Conferences Team. There, she manages content 
development and provides logistical support for several conferences through-
out the year on health policy and health services research. She has previously 
held positions in development and event planning at nonprofits in the area. 
She recently graduated magna cum laude with a bachelor’s degree in Women’s 
and Gender Studies from Drew University. In her free time, she enjoys baking, 
reading, and board games.


